Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #17
 *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Dennis & Janette Leitzel, (Home); *Peyton Simmers, (Shirley Miller’s niece’s son); *Betty Sweigard; *Justin Hoffman, (Barb Croutharmel’s nephew); Neva Cichy; Barbara Lauver, (will be having surgery); Gary Fetterhoff; Arletta Thomas; Marissa Faust; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maiche; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Randy Pomeroy; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman; Jerry Valentine; James Brown; Janeal Yerger
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries:  Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
 [image: image1.emf]


                                  May 1, 2022

       Third Sunday of Easter
    Pastor Ron Reitz - Guest Speaker 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Pastor Ron Reitz, Guest Speaker
David Novinger, Liturgist

Bridget Campbell, Norine Goss, Communion Servers

Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin

May 1, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM

Third Sunday of Easter
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted. 
(*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude    
Announcements, Call to Worship, Invocation     Ed Dobbin                                                                             
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:   Faith never comes easy. Thomas, a faithful disciple of Jesus, doubted the post-Resurrection appearance and needed to see Jesus for himself.

P:  How we are like Thomas! We sometimes think we need to see in order to believe!
L:  How blessed are the ones who, never having seen, yet have come to believe.

P:  Open our hearts, Lord, this day to absolute faith in you, that, although we have not seen the risen Christ, we may believe fully in him. AMEN.
 

Invocation                                                  

O God of all our days, we come this morning with eager expectation. We seek to know you, to see you, to touch you. Open our hearts and our minds, that we might experience you anew. Open our lives that we may be faithful witnesses to your resurrection. May we with shouts of joy and praise, proclaim your unwavering, invigorating love to all people, everywhere. Amen. 

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
N. Test.: 9:19-27                                    (See Insert)   Marie Herb  
Psalm: Psalm 150:1-6 (Responsively)   (See Insert)   Liturgist
*Hymn -            “O for a Thousand Tongues”            Page 76 

Sermon Text: Gospel: John 20:19-31  (See Insert)     Ed Dobbin                
Sermon:           “Be an Encourager II”                        Pastor Ron Reitz 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)                Liturgist
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Preparation for Holy Communion                            Liturgist                
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                    
HOLY COMMUNION - Marie Herb, Dave Novinger, Liturgy                                       
      *Hymn -          “Praise Him! Praise Him!”                 Page 106
      *Benediction                                                          Liturgist
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”               Liturgist
Response: “And also with you.”                                 Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today May 1st Third Sunday of Easter! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. 
CHURCH CALENDAR
May  1 - 9:00AM - Sunday School
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Holy Communion - Pastor Ron Reitz

              3:00PM - Concert and Celebration of Life Service for June Wiest

May   2 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting

May   3 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

May   8 - Mother’s Day -
                9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

             Rev. Howard Burgoyne is Guest Speaker
ELDERS MEETING will be held tomorrow night May 2nd at 7:00PM.

DEACONS MEETING will be held Tues. May 3rd at 7:00PM.

LIFELINE BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN thru May 15th.  See Marie Herb if you have questions.
A Concert and Celebration of Life Service for June Wiest will be held Sunday May 1 at 3:00PM at Valleys E.C.C. Autumn and Canyon, sister and brother duo are the Buffalo Mountain Bluegrass Band. Please join us as we celebrate June with music, memories and love.    

SUNDAY MAY 8th: Rev. Howard Burgoyne, East Coast Conference Superintendent of ECC, will be the special speaker during worship service.   
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  May 1 - Donna Novinger May 8 - Dave Novinger; May 15 - To be announced. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible.
LAY READERS: May 1 - Marie Herb, Ed Dobbin; May 8 Mother’s Day - Sue Faust, Dave Novinger; May 15 - Donna Novinger, Rachael Bryson. If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
                       SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st SCRIPTURE READING-N. Testament - Acts 9:19-27 (NLT)
19 Afterward he ate some food and regained his strength.
Saul stayed with the believers in Damascus for a few days. 20 And immediately he began preaching about Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is indeed the Son of God!” 21 All who heard him were amazed. “Isn’t this the same man who caused such devastation among Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem?” they asked. “And didn’t he come here to arrest them and take them in chains to the leading priests?” 22 Saul’s preaching became more and more powerful, and the Jews in Damascus couldn’t refute his proofs that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. 23 After a while some of the Jews plotted together to kill him. 24 They were watching for him day and night at the city gate so they could murder him, but Saul was told about their plot. 25 So during the night, some of the other believers lowered him in a large basket through an opening in the city wall. 26 When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to meet with the believers, but they were all afraid of him. They did not believe he had truly become a believer! 27 Then Barnabas brought him to the apostles and told them how Saul had seen the Lord on the way to Damascus and how the Lord had spoken to Saul. He also told them that Saul had preached boldly in the name of Jesus in Damascus.
2nd Reading - Psalm 150:1-6 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary;
    praise him in his mighty heaven!
2 Praise him for his mighty works;
    praise his unequaled greatness!
3 Praise him with a blast of the ram’s horn;
    praise him with the lyre and harp!
4 Praise him with the tambourine and dancing;
    praise him with strings and flutes!
5 Praise him with a clash of cymbals;
    praise him with loud clanging cymbals.
6 Let everything that breathes sing praises to the Lord!
Praise the Lord!
     3rd Reading - Gospel - Sermon Scripture - John 20:19-31 (NLT)
19 That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! “Peace be with you,” he said. 20 As he spoke, he showed them the wounds in his hands and his side. They were filled with joy when they saw the Lord!

21 Again he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” 22 Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 24 One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was not with the others when Jesus came. 25 They told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he replied, “I won’t believe it unless I see the nail wounds in his hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in his side.” 26 Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this time Thomas was with them. The doors were locked; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then he said to Thomas,

“Put your finger here, and look at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!” 28 “My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed.29 Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.” 30 The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addition to the ones recorded in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life by the power of his name.
        ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Apr. 24 was 33. 
Face book views for Apr. 24 as of Apr. 27 were 45.

Face book views for Apr. 17 as of Apr. 27 were 52.
MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

Hymn: “O for a Thousand Tongues” (Page 76 Red Hymnal)
  Azmon Public Domain
Carl Gotthelf Gläser | Charles Wesley | Lowell Mason

CCLI Song #  7028712 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer's praise
The glories of my God and King
The triumphs of His grace
Verse 2  Jesus the name that charms our fears
That bids our sorrows cease
'Tis music in the sinner's ears
'Tis life and health and peace
Verse 3   He breaks the pow'r of canceled sin
He sets the pris'ner free
His blood can make the foulest clean
His blood availed for me
Verse 4   Hear Him ye deaf His praise ye dumb
Your loosened tongues employ
Ye blind behold your Savior come
And leap ye lame for joy
Verse 5   My gracious Master and my God
Assist me to proclaim
To spread thru all the earth abroad
The honors of Thy name
Link for Hymn “O for a Thousand Tongues”:
https://youtu.be/7XVwxOfG1oY 
_____________________________________________________

SUPPLY PASTORS FOR MAY:

   Sunday May 1st:    Pastor Ron Reitz

   Sunday May 8th:    Rev. Howard Burgoyne

   Sunday May 15th:  To be announced

   Sunday May 22nd:  To be announced

   Sunday May 29th:   Rev. Kristine Heckard 
Hymn History of “O for a Thousand Tongues”: (Pg. 76)
    "O For a Thousand Tongues" is one of many hymns written by Charles Wesley (1707-1788). He and his brother, John, became friends with a group of Moravian Christians as they returned by ship to England from the American colonies.  
    One of the Moravian leaders was a man named Peter Bohler -- a man that the Wesleys much admired for his deep faith who made the comment, "Oh, Brother Wesley, the Lord has done so much for my life.  Had I a thousand tongues, I would praise Christ Jesus with every one of them."  
    Those words inspired Wesley to write this hymn. One year from the experience, Wesley wrote the hymn, in commemoration of his renewal of faith; an 18-stanza poem beginning with ‘Glory to God, and praise, and love,/Be ever, ever given’ and titled ‘For the anniversary day of one’s conversion’. The seventh verse, “O for a thousand tongues to sing’, is now the first verse of a shorter hymn, recalls Bohler’s words, ‘Had I a thousand tongues I would praise Him with them all’.

     Lowell Mason’s (1792-1872) arrangement of the Carl G. Gläser (1784-1829) tune AZMON is used with “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” in the UM Hymnal. Gläser was a German composer and contemporary of Beethoven. Though Charles Wesley’s text has been sung to a number of tunes through the years, AZMON is the dominant choice throughout the hymnody of the mainline denominations.

 Though most arrangements are basically the same, there are differences in the number of stanzas used. For example, some hymnals contain just four or five stanzas as opposed to the seven present in the UM Hymnal. More than two centuries after its composition, the hymn still has international appeal, combining Wesley’s 18th-century English sensibility with a sturdy German tune by Gläser and harmonization by Mason, a 19th-century American.
This hymn praises the glory of God, as many of Wesley's hymns did, and calls for worshippers of the Lord to come together in rejoiceful singing. 
 Charles Wesley died on March 29, 1788, having spent over fifty years in the service of the Lord he loved so intimately and served so effectively. Even as he lay on his death bed, it is said that he dictated a final hymn of praise to his wife.
Hymn: “Be Praise Him! Praise Him!” (JOUFUL SONG) 

(Page 106 Red Hymnal)     Public Domain
Chester G. Allen | Fanny Jane Crosby

CCLI Song # 40409    CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1 Praise Him praise Him Jesus our blessed Redeemer
Sing O earth His wonderful love proclaim
Hail Him hail Him highest archangels in glory
Strength and honor give to His holy name
Like a shepherd Jesus will guard His children
In His arms He carries them all day long          Chorus
Chorus  Praise Him praise Him
Tell of His excellent greatness
Praise Him praise Him
Ever in joyful song
Verse 2  Praise Him praise Him Jesus our blessed Redeemer
For our sins He suffered and bled and died
He our Rock our hope of eternal salvation
Hail Him hail Him Jesus the Crucified
Sound His praises Jesus who bore our sorrows
Love unbounded wonderful deep and strong      Chorus
Verse 3   Praise Him praise Him Jesus our blessed Redeemer
Heav'nly portals loud with hosannas ring
Jesus Savior reigneth forever and ever
Crown Him crown Him Prophet and Priest and King
Christ is coming over the world victorious
Pow'r and glory unto the Lord belong.               Chorus
      Hymn Link: “Praise Him! Praise Him!” (JOYFUL SONG): (Pg. 106)
https://youtu.be/q98phadl5Ws?t=2 
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday May 10th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Ham, Baked Scalloped potatoes, Salad - (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), Fruit Salad, Dessert - (Choice of Choc cake w/PB icing or Choc cake w/white icing or Yellow cake w/white icing or Yellow cake w/choc icing).  Meals must be reserved by Thurs. May 5th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

SEARCH COMMITTEE: We are looking for people to be on the Search Committee for a new pastor. Please prayfully consider being part of the search committee. Contact Dave Novinger if you are interested on being on the search committee or have questions. 

VALLEYS ONLINE PH CHURCH SURVEY:  The results are available.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  

GIRL SCOUTS Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM; G. S. Leaders meet 1st Mon. of the month.

                         2022 GRADUATES
 The Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2022 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing and acknowledging them in the June newsletter.  Please complete the form and return it to the church office no later than Sunday, May 8th.
Name____________________  Parents_____________________

School or College_______________________________________________
___________________________________________________

College Degree______________________________________________

Activities & Special Honors received in school or college:
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
      (If more room is needed, please put on a piece of paper and include it with the form. Thank you.)

History of Hymn: “Praise Him! Praise Him!”   (Pg. 106)

    Frances Jane Crosby was born in Putnam County, New York, March 24, 1820. She was afflicted with blindness at the age of six weeks from maltreatment of her eyes during a time of illness. When she was eight years old she moved with her parents to Ridgefield, Connecticut, the family remaining there four years. At the age of fifteen, she enrolled the New York Institution for the Blind, where she obtained a great education. She became a teacher at the school in 1847 and resumed her work until March 1858. She taught English grammar, rhetoric and American history. She started to write Sunday-school hymns for William B. Bradbury in 1864.  
    She knew a great many portions of the Bible by heart, and had committed to memory the first four books of the Old Testament, and also the four Gospels before she was ten years of age. Her range of topics was broad, including everything from a pondering of heaven, as in "The Bright Forever" and "The Blessed Homeland", to a consideration to the labor of this world, as in "To the Work" and "Rescue the Perishing."

   "Praise Him Praise Him!" is a hymn written by beloved songwriter Fanny Crosby in 1869. Chester G. Allen put the melody to Crosby’s lyrics. The hymn was first published in 1869 in the Bright Jewels Songbook.  This hymn celebrates Jesus as our "blessed Redeemer" and praises his amazing gifts of salvation and redemption and reminds us to praise him. We don’t know what inspired Crosby to write the song. Maybe she was inspired by the welcome Jesus received on Palm Sunday as he entered into Jerusalem. Crosby wrote many songs of praise in her 8,000 songs to God. 
    The song may have been a time when her heart was full of praise for her savior. Crosby actually praised God for her blindness. She said, “It seemed intended by the blessed providence of God that I should be blind all my life, and I thank him for the dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were offered me tomorrow I would not accept it. I might not have sung hymns to the praise of God if I had been distracted by the beautiful and interesting things about me.” 

    How do you praise God?

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org

Weekly Devotional #17                 May 1, 2022             “Be An Encourager”

                                                       Third Sunday of Easter

Pastor Ron Reitz is Guest Speaker at Valleys this Sunday May 1st.  He is using the same scripture and sermon title as last week. Call to Worship, Invocation, and the Meditation have been rephrased with another point of view. We pray this devotion will bring you closer to God.

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:                                     

L:  Faith never comes easy. Thomas, a faithful disciple of Jesus, doubted the post-Resurrection appearance and needed to see Jesus for himself.

P:  How we are like Thomas! We sometimes think we need to see in order to believe!
L:  How blessed are the ones who, never having seen, yet have come to believe.

P:  Open our hearts, Lord, this day to absolute faith in you, that, although we have not seen the risen Christ, we may believe fully in him. AMEN.
Invocation

O God of all our days, we come this morning with eager expectation. We seek to know you, to see you, to touch you. Open our hearts and our minds, that we might experience you anew. Open our lives that we may be faithful witnesses to your resurrection. May we with shouts of joy and praise, proclaim your unwavering, invigorating love to all people, everywhere. Amen. 
Readings: *indicates sermon text

New Testament: Acts 9:19-27

Responsive: Psalm 150:1-6

*Gospel: John 20:19-31

Meditation:

Have you ever tried to tell someone about something beautiful, amazing that you’ve experienced? Several years ago I was driving home from work and I saw the most beautiful rainbow that I had ever seen! The colors were so vibrant and the rainbow seemed so close like I could just reach out my hand and touch it. Of course, I couldn’t touch it. Then I saw another rainbow beside the first rainbow. It wasn’t quite as colorful as the first one but to see two rainbows at one time is rare and I was so excited that I took pictures of them with my cell phone. I could try to describe how absolutely breathtaking the rainbows were and tell you how deeply these rainbows moved me so much that I wanted to sing praises to our wonderful Creator God. I did give Him praises and thanks for showing me this beautiful part of His creation. But if you didn’t see it yourself it would be hard to believe how beautiful it was and the pictures I took did not do it justice at all. You had to experience it in person to see the beauty of it. I imagine this might have been Thomas’ experience at hearing that the other disciples had been with the risen Jesus.


We can only read in the Bible and imagine what happened in the upper room where the disciples are the same upper room where they shared a last meal with Jesus. They are still reeling from all the events that happened, Jesus’ arrest, his trial, and his crucifixion, the report of his resurrection from the tomb that Peter, John and the women told them. They are hiding behind locked doors because they are afraid of what the Jewish leaders might try to do to Jesus’ followers.


Suddenly, Jesus is there with them! But how did he get in? The doors and windows are locked. Jesus greets them with “Peace be with You!” A familiar greeting used by Jews and one Jesus said many times. As the shock and fear gave way to unimaginable joy, the disciples realized that what Peter, John and the women had been telling them is true! Jesus is alive! He showed them the wounds on his hands and feet and in his side and they could hardly contain the joy they felt – their beloved teacher Jesus was back with them again! Again Jesus says “Peace be with you. As the father has sent me, so I am sending you. Then he breathed on them and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

Thomas (nicknamed the Twin) wasn’t with them that time so of course he didn’t believe them and said “I won’t believe it unless I see the nail wounds in his hands, put my fingers into them and place my hand into the wound in his side.” Thomas was a skeptic; he doubted things unless he saw them and experienced them himself.

Eight days later the disciples were again gathered together in the locked room and Jesus again appeared to them, standing in their midst. Again he said “Peace be with you.” He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!” Thomas exclaimed, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.”


How often do we act like Thomas? How often do we say “I won’t believe unless I see it or touch it?

Jesus’ response to Thomas is not a rebuke, but a blessing for all those who will come to believe without having had the benefit of a flesh-and-blood encounter with Jesus. Indeed the author goes on to declare that this is the very purpose of this book (the book of John), addressing to all of us who have not seen but have heard this testimony: “But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life by the power of His name.”

Jesus comes to us as he came to the first disciples, right in the midst of our fear, pain, doubt, and confusion. He comes speaking peace, breathing into our anxious lives the breath of the Holy Spirit. And he keeps showing up because he doesn’t want anyone to miss out on the love, eternal life and peace he gives. He keeps sending us out of our safe, locked rooms, into a world that, like us, desperately needs his gifts of love, eternal life and peace and forgiveness. Jesus (God) loved us so much he was willing to go to the cross, suffer and die and be resurrected for our sins. It is like the parable of the lost sheep  (Luke chapter 15:3-7; Matthew 18:12-14) God does not want to lose one sheep (person/soul) and He continually works in our lives to reach out to lost sheep (people/souls) so everyone will be with Him for eternity. We don’t know how our words and actions can touch someone who is on the wrong path, who is seeking something but they don’t know what they are looking for but God knows and although we might not ever know that we turned someone back to God, GOD KNOWS and Heaven celebrates every lost person (lost soul) brought back to Him!

May we encourage everyone we meet about the wonderful, amazing news that our Lord and Savior Jesus is Alive as we travel on our journey of faith! May we ask God to show us someone who needs Him and to listen and obey when he nudges us to do His will and His purpose! May we be like Jesus’ disciples and witness to others and build His Kingdom! Amen.


Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Loving Father, we come to you broken, grieving when suddenly You are beside us holding us with your loving arms. We thank you for sending Your Son Jesus to take away our sins with his costly sacrifice. We come to you with our fears, our doubts, our weakness, with our hopes knowing You are our strength, our hope. Lord, we give all of ourselves to You. We know we can never repay you for what you did for us, but we give you our thanks! We praise you for your boundless love, goodness and mercy. We thank you for the presence of the Holy Spirit to guide us and lead us the way you want us to live. We come to the foot of the cross and the tomb of resurrection with humbleness and gratitude and we bring loved ones, friends, circumstances, happenings in our country and our world that need your healing love.

(A moment of silence to remember friends and loved ones in need of God’s healing love.)

We thank you for hearing our prayers. We know you are always with us. We pray we will listen to your voice when you call us and we will go out and deliver the message that you entrusted to the disciples and to us to complete your mission to reach out to the world, to build your kingdom.

[The Lord’s Prayer]…. Amen.

Benediction:

Go into your week with your ears listening to the sound of God’s voice calling your name. Go into your week with your eyes open for the face of Jesus in unexpected places. Go into your week with your soul ready to receive the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Peace. Go into your week and be disciples of Jesus, share His love.
